This is a tough subject. The town needs water - anywhere the Town of Boone gets it will affect the New River.

It is National Committee for the New River’s (NCNR) understanding that the proposed system is semi-closed, meaning that most of the water taken will be put back into river through the waster water treatment plant. We also understand that the intake is downstream, meaning that the town will actually be using the water it discharges from its wastewater treatment plant, thus ensuring high-quality water is released back into the river.


Many communities downstream depend on a sustainable flow in the river, both for water supply, and for recreation. In addition, the aquatic life and ecology of the river require an adequate and steady flow. Before the project goes forward, NCNR believes the state must have updated scientifically determined minimum flow rates for the river at this site to calculate safe and ecologically healthy amounts of water are withdrawn. 

Other towns in the region are wrestling with the same issues, for example Sparta-Independence. NCNR recommends that the town investigate proposed systems with technologically advanced and environmentally sensitive methodologies for their projects. 

Boone has demonstrated good stewardship on restoration projects in town, specifically at the new ball fields on the Greenway. NCNR asks that a healthy 50 foot vegetated riparian buffer at the site be created and maintained. We ask that the Town of Boone restrict development on the site to the structures required for this project.

Finally, NCNR encourages the Town of Boone to vigilant and incorporate water conservation as a key tool in its planning for water needs. In other words, finding ways to use less rather than always looking for more water.  

